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BALR Annual Conference 2026
Leicester, 23rd to 25th June
George Davis Centre, University of Leicester. 

It is our great pleasure to invite you to Leicester for the Annual British Association of Lung Research (BALR) Conference 2026.

23rd June – 14.00 – 20.00
24th June -  9.00am – 18.00, Dinner 19.00
25th June – 9.00 - 13.00

	Organising Committee



Conference organisers: 
Dr Katy Roach (Leicester)

Leicester Organisation committee: Catherine Bee, Dr Richard Allen, Dr Olivia Leavy, Dr Adam Wright, Prof. Bibek Gooptu, Mathuscha Ratnasingham, Ellie Cox. 

Dr Amanda Tatler (Nottingham), Dr Alison John (Imperial) 
& BALR Committee

	Topics & Session Highlights


Advances in Respiratory Science 

Three Keynotes:  Prof. Simon Johnson, Prof. Ian Adcock, Prof. Anna Hansall


Sessions
· Three Forces Shaping Lung Disease: Genetics, Damage, and Mechanisms of Repair 
· Confirmed speakers:  Prof. Martin Tobin (Leicester), Dr Dustin Bagley (Kings College London) 

· The Air We Breathe: Environmental Drivers of Lung Disease
· Confirmed speakers: Dr Helen Davis (York), Dr Simon Lea (Manchester).

· Predicting the Breath: Computational and Experimental Models of Lung Disease
· Confirmed speakers: Dr Nick Hannan (Nottingham), Prof. Bindi Brook (Nottingham), Dr Mareike Lehmann (Helmholtz Munich)

· From Injury to Fibrosis: Mechanisms of Dysregulated Lung Repair
· Confirmed speakers: Dr Kevin Liu (Imperial), Dr Nicola Robinson (Glasgow)

· Breaking the Cycle: From Lung Injury to Emerging mechanisms 
· Confirmed Speakers: Dr Maurice Dungey 
· Partnering for Progress: Industry Insights and Lung Research Challenges
· Confirmed Speakers: Dr Ellen Forty (AShtma Lung UK) and Dr Claire Goatman (Boehringer Ingelheim) 


	Competitions & Awards



Spoken sessions:
Postgraduate prize (including technicians, MSc and PhD students)
Early Career prize (up to 6 years after award of PhD or equivalent)
Mid-Career prize (7 years or more post-PhD or equivalent)

Poster sessions & Flash talks:
Awards available for all career stages


* Financial support for this meeting has been provided by pharmaceutical company sponsors, without any input into the agenda




BALR Conference – Provisional Programme 
*Financial support for this meeting has been provided by pharmaceutical company sponsors, without any input into the agenda.


Tuesday 23rd June 2026
(Bina Popat Lecture Theatre 2) 

12:30 – 14:00 
Arrival and Registrations (George Davies Centre Reception Foyer) 

14:00 – 14:15 
Welcome, Introduction and Housekeeping notices – Conference Organiser- Dr Katy Roach 

14:15 - 15:00 
Opening Keynote - Prof. Ian Adcock Imperial College London
Chair:

15:00 – 16:45
Session 1: Three Forces Shaping Lung Disease: Genetics, Damage, and Mechanisms of repair
Chair: 
15:00 – 15:35 – Prof. Martin Tobin, University of Leicester
15:35 – 16:10 – Prof. Louise Donnelly, Imperial College London
16:10 - 16:45 – Dr. Dustin Bagley, King’s College London

16:45 – 17:15 – Refreshments and Networking 

17:15 – 18:00 
Session 2: Early Career Researcher Competition 
Chair: 
17:15 – 17:30 – Abstract Talk
17:30 – 17:45 - Abstract Talk
17:45 – 18:00 – Abstract Talk

18:00 – 18:30 
Student Talks 
Chair:
18:00 – 18:07 – BALR summer student talk 1 
18:07 – 18:14 – BALR summer student talk 2 
18:14 – 18:30 – 1 min Poster flash talks 

18:30 - 20:00 
Poster session 1, exhibitors & welcome reception food and drinks

[bookmark: _Hlk227066473]

Wednesday 24th June 2026

8:30 – 9:00:
Welcome Reception: Tea, Coffee and Pastries

9:00 – 10:15 
Session 3: The Air We Breathe: Environmental Drivers of Lung Disease 
Chair: 
9:00 – 9:25 – Prof. Matthew Loxham, University of Southampton
9:25 – 9:50 – Prof. Helen Davis  University of York
9:50 – 10.15 – Dr Simon Lea, University of Manchester 

10.15 – 10:45 – Refreshments and Networking 

10:45 – 12:00
Session 4: Predicting the Breath: Computational and Experimental Models of Lung Disease
Chairs: 
10:45 – 11:10 – Dr Nick Hannan, University of Nottingham
11:10 – 11:35 – Prof. Bindi Brook, University of Nottingham 
11:35 – 12:00 – Dr Carl Whitfield, University of Manchester 

12:00 – 13:00 - Lunch

13:00 – 14:00 – Poster Session 2

14:00– 14:45
Session 5: Postgraduate Competition
Chair:

14:00 – 14:15 – Abstract Talk 
14:15 – 14:30 – Abstract Talk
14:30 – 14:45 – Abstract Talk

14:45 – 16:00

Session 6: From Injury to Fibrosis: Mechanisms of Dysregulated Lung Repair
Chairs:
14:45 – 15:10 – Dr Mareike Lehmann, University of Marburg
15:10 – 15.35 – Dr Nicola Robinson, University of Glasgow
15:35 – 16:00 – Dr Kevin Liu, Imperial College London

16:00 – 16:30 – Refreshments 

16:30 – 17:30 -  Keynote Prof. Anna Hansall, University of Leicester
Chairs: 

19:30 – 23:00 - Conference Drinks Reception, Awards and Dinner – The City Rooms, Leicester



Thursday 25th June 2026

9:00 – 9:45 
Session 8: Mid-career researcher competition 
Chairs:
9:00 – 9:15 – Abstract talks
9:15 – 9:30 – Abstract talks
9:30 – 9:45 – Abstract talks

9:45 – 10:30 
Session 9: Breaking the Cycle: From Lung Injury to Emerging mechanisms
Chairs:

9:45 – 10:10 – Dr Maurice Dungey, University of Leicester

Session 10: Partnering for Progress: Industry Insights and Lung Research Challenges
10:10 – 10:35 – Working with Industry- Dr Claire Goatman, Senior Medical Science Liaison, Boehringer Ingelheim UK and Ireland
10:35 – 11:00 - Research Lung Grand Challenges – Dr. Ellen Forty - From Asthma and Lung UK - 

11:00 – 11:30 – Refreshments and Networking 

11:30 – 12:15 
Closing Keynote: Prof. Simon Johnson, University of Nottingham
Chair:  

12:15 – 12:45 
Awards and Closing BALR address






Boehringer Ingelheim has provided financial support for this event, without input into the content, excepting a non-promotional speaking slot on the agenda only
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